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Call Your Wymondham Estate Agent
Rebecca Mills on 01953 665785

CAMPAIGNERS ON TRACK TO SEE 
STATION BECOME STEP-FREE 
Campaigners are a step closer to seeing Wymondham railway station 
become fully accessible after years of pushing for change.

Recently Wymondham Access Group (WAG) saw their position as a key 
stakeholder confirmed when they met for the first time with Greater Anglia 
and other agencies involved in delivering step-free access to platform two.

Dave Roberts, WAG Chair, said: "For WAG to be included in this project is a 
monumental moment and I am on a real high just now. Moving forward our 
members will be consulted on all elements that need our input and we look 
forward to finally seeing our town's railway station become a facility that 
everyone can easily use." 

In October 2020 £600,000 was made available from the £32 million awarded 
to Norwich by the Government's Transforming Cities Fund to carry out the 
work and make the whole station accessible for all. 

Many people have been unable to access Cambridge-bound services from 
platform two due to the lack of step-free access. In November 2019 dozens 
of protestors demonstrated there to raise awareness of the access issues as 
part of a campaign organised by WAG and local Town and District Councillor 
Suzanne Nuri-Nixon. She said: "The deadline to use the funding is March 2023 
so I'm relieved to see that plans are finally coming through and that WAG, 
who can add real value to the project, are now a consultee."

Councillor Annette James is WAG's representative on the Town Council and 
was present at the 2019 protest. She has been invited to participate in future 
meetings. "Wymondham is a fast growing town and, particularly in these days 
of rising fuel costs and increasing awareness of the need to reduce carbon 
emissions, I think it is essential that all our residents are able to easily use the 
station. I'm looking forward to being part of this important project."

Meetings will be held roughly once a month. A feasibility study is currently 
happening that is expected to run until the end of March, after which its 
results will be made known.  

Welcome to February's issue of 
Wymondham Magazine. The big news 
this month is that, after five years of 
running this magazine, the time has 
come for me to move to pastures 
new! I will miss the town very much, 
although I will of course be back to 
visit. We are very lucky here to have 
lots of people passionate about 
Wymondham who are striving to make 
the town a better place. I hope to find 
someone to continue the magazine 
and grow it further - we have been 
going from strength to strength and 
it would be a shame to let it fall by 
the wayside. If you think you can help, 
please get in touch with me in the 
usual way! 

I will still be producing March's print 
and April's digital editions as usual.

Kate, Editor
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NEWS, continued...

NEW MANAGER FOR 
DOG CAFE
The popular café at Wymondham's dog friendly hub is under 
new management and has launched a new dog menu for its 
customers.

While pupcakes have become a must-have treat for doggy 
visitors to Centre Paws Norfolk, the new owner of the on-site 
café Tom Boggan has put more tasty snacks on the menu, 
as well as extending the breakfast and lunch options for their 
human companions. From doggy roast dinners to dog beer 
there is something for every discerning pooch to choose from.

Mr Boggan is a familiar face to customers as he has worked as 
assistant manager in the former Blackberry Tearoom since it 
was first opened in June 2018 by Kathryn and David Cross, and 
he also keeps some other four-legged friends on site – the 
much loved Wymondham Alpacas.

Now renamed The Farm Café it has become the beating heart 
of the canine centre, which has expanded to house a number 
of other businesses from grooming to training to camping and 
even a new hydrotherapy pool.

He has brought in his partner Jes Leeder to run it with him 
and has recruited his mum Joanne Boggan to help out at 
weekends. Mr Boggan said: “We took over at New Year and 
despite the Covid uncertainty we have been overwhelmed 
by the support we have had from regular customers and new 
faces, and their dogs. We are looking forward to putting our 

ideas into 
practice, 
including 
breakfast and 
afternoon tea 
packages with 
the alpaca 
experiences.”

Mrs Cross 
said she was 
delighted Mr 
Boggan had 
taken the café 
business on. 
“With Tom having been part of the growth of the café since 
the start I know it is in very safe hands,” she said. “We never 
expected Centre Paws to take off in quite the way it has and it 
became clear last year that I was trying to spin too many plates 
at once.

“This means I now have more time to devote to the dog 
walking and camping elements of the business as well as 
marketing it as a whole, bringing new customers in and 
planning exciting things for them to do.”

The café was recently granted permission from South 
Norfolk Council to open on Sundays and Bank Holidays 
and its first full weekend was a sell-out. It is now open 
10am to 4pm daily except Tuesdays when it is closed all 
day. The other businesses on site have their own opening 
hours and customers are asked to check the website www.
centrepawsnorfolk.co.uk for information.

Are you struggling with
Anxiety or Stress
Fears or Phobias
Weight Control
Addictions
Sleep Issues
Low Self Esteem or Confidence

Call today to book your FREE consultation

2b@1 Hypnotherapy Wymondham

Would you like to discover how 
Hypnotherapy can help?

Unlock your potential

available

online
appointments 

http://www.centrepawsnorfolk.co.uk
http://www.centrepawsnorfolk.co.uk
http://www.2bat1.com


Residents invited 
to show their love
Wymondham residents are being 
encouraged to show their love for 
their town in the run up to Valentine’s 
Day.

It will be an opportunity for 
community groups and businesses to 
share their passion for what they do 
and their love for Wymondham as a 
place to live and shop.

It will culminate in an invitation 
to Love Our Farmers’ Market on 
Saturday 19th February from 9am to 
1pm.

Whether it be enjoying a coffee and 
a cake in your favourite cafe, having 
a relaxing drink in one of the town 
pubs or sampling one of the excellent 
Sunday roasts on offer, this is an ideal 
time to show your love and support 
for the town.

Help toads across 
the roads
Toadwatch volunteers are starting to 
prepare for the annual migration of 
toads to see them safely across the 
roads to their breeding ponds. 

Volunteers spend a few hours a 
week patrolling at dusk during the 
springtime to help the toads cross 
the roads. They mainly need people 
who can get to Wicklewood or 
Wramplingham Road (off Tuttles 
Lane), Great Melton and Little Melton.  
If you would like to help please 
contact info@toadwatch.org or go 
to www.toadwatch.org for more 
information. Alternatively call 01953 
605434 or 07867 681839.

By John Wilde, Wymondham 
Lions

Christmas, with the spectre of 
Covid hanging over us, was, 
in the end, very busy. We had 
our usual two days collecting 
in Waitrose, another day in 
Morrisons and two mornings at 
the Christmas markets. We also 
ran a very successful, well-
ventilated and fully masked 
grotto during Wynterfest. It 
was so successful Santa ran 
out of presents! Many thanks to 
the supermarkets and Money 
Lettings for the use of their 
premises, and also to everyone 
who so generously donated. All 
money received goes to charity, 
none on admin.

As a result we were able to 
immediately make a large donation to 
the Norfolk Community Trust. Further 
donations will be made to local charities 
after our January meeting. We also 
bought all of the residents in four 
Wymondham care homes Christmas 
presents - plus tubs of Heroes (what 
else?) for the staff. Sadly we were unable 
to take our wonderful choir into the 
homes this year. In a normal year we 
take Santa in to deliver the gifts and the 
residents are entertained by us singing 
carols. Maybe 2022 will be different. Let's 
hope.

As well as cancelling the carols we, along 
with Rotary, had to say goodbye to this 
year's Burns Supper & Ceilidh. Again it is 

Mr Covid to blame. Next year? Let's hope 
- in the meantime fingers are already 
crossed the Jazz Picnic can go ahead 
midsummer.

Finally, a plea. It is well known that the 
care homes are having a hard time of 
it. Last year they were very grateful for 
the magazines we collected for them, 
so we aim to do the same again. Pretty 
pictures of lovely gardens, blushing 
brides, bonny babies or trains are what 
is required. If you can let us have any we 
can use please contact any Lion, give 
them a ring on 0345 8335749 or email 
wymondhamlions@gmail.com. 

Many thanks and a happy, healthy New 
Year to all.

A GHOST OF CHRISTMAS 
PAST...

Plans for a bigger and better recycling 
centre for Wymondham are set to get a 
boost next week as councillors discuss 
proposals for new sites in order to allow 
more parking, smoother traffic flows and 
better recycling facilities, including the 
opening of a reuse shop on site.

A move for the Wymondham recycling 
centre to a new site, next to an existing 
highways depot just off the A11 near 
Spooner Row, would allow much 
improved access, as the current site 
at Strayground Lane is down a single-
track road which can get congested, 
particularly at busy times. 

If members agree to go ahead with 
the proposals the necessary planning 
and permitting processes could get 
underway later this year. A first step 
would be to provide opportunities for the 
local community to help shape the plans.

County Council cabinet members will 
discuss this topic when they meet on 
Monday 31st January – see the papers 
for the meeting at https://norfolkcc.cmis.
uk.com/norfolkcc/CalendarofMeetings/
tabid/128/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/
mid/496/Meeting/1799/
Committee/169/Default.aspx

First step towards new 
recycling centre 
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NEWS, continued...

Wymondham Town 
Football Club – Fighting 
Back 
Over the last two Covid-affected years it has been a real battle 
on and off the pitch for the club. But finally we are beginning to 
see some real signs of progress and can begin to plan with a 
little more certainty.

The Men’s First team are going well under the management 
team of Darren Maxey, Chris Marsh and Louis Kean. Currently 
third in Division 2 with games in hand. They assembled a 
good mix of young and old players and have instilled in the 
squad a great feeling of togetherness and appreciation of 
what is expected when you pull on the red and black top of 
Wymondham. 

Tom Brown 
and Josh 
Farrow are 
making slow 
but steady 
progress 
with the 
reserves, and 
are already 
setting up 
and making 
good 
signings for 
next season. 
And as 

always, the vets are going well in championship, currently sitting 
top of the league. Jamie Harrison and his team once again are 
leading by example and setting the standard for all our teams.

Off the pitch 

As all social clubs and pubs have, we have suffered a severe 
drop in revenue - especially in terms of functions cancelled 
and regular club activities curtailed. However we have now 
arranged some new and very exciting events to raise essential 
funds for the club. We are also doing a 20% discount for 
anyone who books a function during February and March for 
any time during 2022. Also, our club is available some nights 
and most weekdays for use by clubs societies or businesses. 
So for example it would be a great venue for training or team 
building events. 

Sponsorship 

As always, we are very appreciative of all our generous and 
supportive sponsors. But we still have opportunities for pitch 
side and clubhouse sponsorship boards. Details of all available 
on request. 

Volunteers  

We are always on the lookout for more volunteers to help 
us run the club. In particular with such things as pitch and 
site maintenance, match day set up, and social events and 
activities. Just turn up at any of the February events and make 
yourself known!

Support 

As we continue to turn the club around, we would welcome 
all to come along and support us on and off the pitch. Our 

club really has a good atmosphere with good events and 
reasonably priced drinks, etc. 

Wymondham Town 
Ladies mid season review 
Our women’s team are having another successful season and 
are currently top of the Eastern Region Women’s Football 
League (ERWFL), through to the Semi-Final of the Norfolk 
Women’s County Cup and in the third round of the ERWFL Cup.

The pre-season period was busy for the team as we 
announced a new partnership with local estate agents, 
Money Properties, as our new home shirt sponsor. In addition, 
Manager Alex Guy bolstered his playing squad with the 
additions of Jess Luff (goalkeeper), Hayley Kindred (midfield), 
Jess Hawkins (forward), Lyla Studd (forward), and more 
recently transferring Kyla Love (midfield) from local rivals 
Wroxham Women prior to Christmas. The playing squad has 
also been strengthened with the return of captain Rachel 
Cossey from her long-term ACL injury.

We have also recently announced a new partnership with 
Norfolk County FA for our women’s team to play their home 
games at The FDC Arena from the 2022/23 season. Thanks 
to a number of grants, the latest part of the project includes 
a £1.05 million investment in the construction of the new 3G 
stadia pitch will secure our ability to continue to play in the 
ERWFL and higher.

Alex Guy has been supported by Connor Veal, Lee Edwards 
and Leanne Smith throughout the season and the coaching 
team have picked up where they left off last season. The team 
started the season strong, picking up four wins out of four, 
including home wins against Colney Heath (7-0) and Luton Town 
(3-0) and impressive away wins against Bedford Town (3-0) and 
St.Ives (5-2). With the team sitting at the top, the strong start was 
blunted with two away defeats in a row against Royston Town 
(2-1) and Kings Lynn Town (4-0). An FA Cup game against lower 
league Haverhill Rovers was the perfect tonic and the team 
returned to winning ways with a confident 10-0 win. We have 
continued to go from strength to strength, with some of the 
standout performances a 2-0 derby win over Wroxham, a 7-0 
win over AFC Dunstable and a 4-1 win over Kings Lynn. We also 
progressed well in the FA Cup; the team staying overnight in 
Essex before beating Leigh Ramblers 5-1 to set up a home draw 
against Norwich City. This was where our FA Cup run ended, 
with Norwich capitalising from two set-pieces, and we were 
unable to score despite hitting the crossbar twice. 

With only a handful of league games left of this season, we 
are sitting top of the league with a three point gap to second, 
Royston Town. We are due to host Royston on Sunday 6th 
February with a 2pm kick off, a game not to be missed. 
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MID-NORFOLK RAILWAY 
LAUNCH SIGNAL BOX 
APPEAL 
The Mid-Norfolk Railway has launched a public appeal to 
raise funds to restore and equip the former Network Rail 
Spooner Row Signal Box that will now be used by the railway at 
Wymondham Abbey.

The Signal Box was gifted by Network Rail to the Mid Norfolk 
Railway nine years ago when it became redundant, but it has 
taken till now for it to be released. This appeal seeks to raise 
the £12,000 needed to fund the transport, refurbishment and 
the equipping of the box so that work can then commence to 
re introduce signalling to this end of the line.

Launching the appeal Charlie Robinson, the Chairman of The 
Mid-Norfolk Railway said: “The arrival and then commissioning 
of the Signal Box at Wymondham will mark the first stage in a 
long held aspiration to create a new station for the railway at 
Wymondham. This new appeal is designed to raise the funds 
to begin turning that aspiration into a reality and I encourage all 
who support our efforts to donate as much or as little as they 
can, every pound will help.”

The Signal Box is currently being stored at Spooner Row 
following the lifting of the wooden half of the box and the 
demolition and site clearance of the locking room in 2021.

In addition to donations, sponsorship is also available for those 
who are able to be a little more generous. A £200 sponsorship 

is available for a signal lever and will be recorded by a plaque 
that will be mounted on the Signal Box wall with the name of 
the sponsor. The Sponsor will also receive a pair of tickets for 
a standard operating day of their choice and will be invited to 
visit the box on commissioning to operate the signal lever they 
have sponsored. A donation of £100 will be recognised by a 
name plaque on the wall and a pair of tickets for a standard 
operating day during the 2022 operating season. 

A sponsorship package is also available for larger donations.  
Details of this package are available from the railway’s press 
officer and project manager for the refurbishment of the signal 
box at Peter.Singlehurst@mnr.org.uk

All donations will be eligible to receive an occasional 
electronic update via email on the progress of the project from 
the project manager. Donations can be made online via www.
mnr.org/WymondhamSBappeal
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Wymondham Garden 
Club: February = 
Snowdrop Season
For Wymondhm Garden Club members, February means 
snowdrops - the first flowers and signs of spring returning 
life to club members’ gardens. 

Though February can bring some of the worst winter 
weather, the tiny snowdrop poking through a layer of 
snow reassures folk that winter is on the wane and spring 
isn’t too far away. 

There are hundreds and hundreds of varieties/cultivars 
of snowdrops available commercially – doubles, singles, 
tall ones, short ones. Most of which flower in February. 

The common or native snowdrop – Galanthus Nivalis 
(from Greek, galanthus means milk and flower referring to 
the white petals and nivalis, meaning snow) isn’t strictly a 
native. It’s believed it was introduced from Europe around 
1600. 

Take a stroll around the suburbs of Wymondham and 
chances are, you will see many subtly different forms of 
snowdrop growing in front gardens. 

Further afield there are extensive displays at several 
places in Norfolk. Three such places are Walsingham 
Abbey, Raveningham Estate and Oxburgh Hall. 

All are worth a visit; these places do charge an admission 
fee so check their websites for opening times and fees 
before setting off. 

Sadly, because of the high number of Omicron cases 
locally, the club committee have had to err on the 
side of caution and cancel the Wymondham Garden 
Club February meeting (sitting in a hall with doors and 
windows open in the depths of winter, wearing a mask, 
doesn’t encourage attendance). The club don’t want to 
put members or the guest speaker at risk. 

The club expect return to normal in March; warmer 
weather and the committee hope the worst of the 
pandemic will then be behind us all. In March the club 
will welcome Ian Bedford back for a talk entitled 'Gardens 
for Us and Them'. In the meantime, Wymondham Garden 
Club hope everyone who likes gardening enjoys the 
snowdrop season.

Pictured: Snowdrops at Walsingham Abbey

A WIN-WIN for 
WYMONDHAM?
By Jay Andrews:

Better access for all of us to the countryside from 
Wymondham and its suburbs, a prettier town centre, 
more green spaces  - both wild and formal – what’s not 
to like? Greening Wymondham (GW) is very enthusiastic 
about new money which could support much of this in the 
future, as spokesperson Ann Rostron explains. 

“There’s a Neighbourhood Plan for the town which 
will allow the Council to access 25% of a Community 
Infrastructure Levy on new developments. That’s more 
than the current levy. And it could be substantial, but 
there’s a BUT! We need that plan to be approved and be 
in place before the money can come to Wymondham. 
There will be a local referendum in the spring.

“So watch this space and the Greening Wymondham 
Facebook page!”

There are not many specifics in the plan apart from 
improving the Old Sale Yard near the station, wayfinding 
for walkers and cyclists and diversity of green spaces. But 
there could be much more. Greening Wymondham with 
other community groups will press the County, District and 
Town Councils to act decisively on this.

On another note, everyone in the town enjoyed 
Wymondham in Bloom last year  – and Greening 
Wymondham has just affiliated to that group officially.

“We’re delighted,” says Nicola Maunders, who heads GW.  
“We share the same ambitions to make the town greener, 
more sustainable and more enjoyable for residents and 
visitors.”

One of the initiatives the organisation is interested in 
is improving Rothbury Park. GW is appealing to people 
for any suggestions they may have. “Please email us at 
greening.wymondham@gmail.com and we’ll send you our 
questionnaire. We will be out at the park during half-term 
week so please come and talk to us then.” 

Find out more news on all these projects at www.
greeningwymondham.org or visit the Facebook page.
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Special Queen's Platinum 
Jubilee booklet planned
Wymondham Town Council are preparing to celebrate 
the forthcoming Queen's Platinum Jubilee in June. This 
will be a unique occasion, as there has never been a 
Platinum Jubilee before.

There will be lots of celebrations nationally, but it was 
felt that it would be an opportunity to celebrate this 
from a local perspective.

The plan is to produce a commemorative booklet for 
Wymondham, which will outline any special events 
taking place over the Bank Holiday weekend in June. 
It will also look back on memories of what it was like 
in the town when HM The Queen was crowned in 1953  
and how much has changed since then, and will be  
remembering visits that the Royal Family have made to 
the area.

The aim is to deliver a copy to every door and business 
in the town.

If there are any readers with events planned or any 
memories or old photos who would like to have 
them considered for inclusion, contact Jean Wills, 
One Press Publishing, on 07761 062784 or jean@
onepresspublishing.co.uk
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Free prize entries to 
Rotary Challenge
The new year is a time for new challenges. So, in keeping with 
the spirit of this, the Wymondham Rotary Satellite Group has 
come up with some challenges which are a little break from 
the norm. 

8 Weeks - 8 Challenges is the theme for the Wymondham 
Rotary Challenge. It’s free to enter and the more challenges 
you complete, the more tickets you will be rewarded for your 
efforts. The first challenge commences on Monday 7th March 
and runs for eight weeks until Monday 25th April. You have 
until the end date to complete and submit any challenges. It is 
not compulsory to complete them all.

At the end of the eight weeks, you will be entered into a 
prize draw using all of the tickets you have collected across 
each challenge. The more tickets, the better chance you 
have at winning! Whats more, these challenges encourage 
you to try something new whilst supporting local businesses 
and having fun. For example, try your hand at art (all forms), 
photography, poetry and quizzes. Have your entries judged 
by a professional. If you win a challenge, you will be awarded 
even more tickets!

Follow on Facebook to see the weekly challenges, which 
can  also be found at www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/page.
php?PgID=502306&ClubID=511 Entries can be submitted by 
email to wymrsgchallenge@gmail.com. Additionally, for more 
information, you can scan the QR code on posters across town.

https://www.saffronhousing.co.uk/
mailto:jean%40onepresspublishing.co.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
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http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/page.php?PgID=502306&ClubID=511 
mailto:wymrsgchallenge%40gmail.com?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
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MATCH THE ENERGY - 
NEW SHOWS FROM SOUTH 
NORFOLK RADIO
Late last month, South Norfolk Radio welcomed another 
new presenter and also joined with more than 30 other 
Community Radio Stations across the country to begin 
presenting a series of five brand new audio dramas.

DJ James Bell brings 
'The Energy Hour', and 
his enthusiasm for house 
music to the station at 
10pm on Friday nights. “I 
first got into house music 
when I started listening 
to artists like Disclosure, 
Treasure Island and COEO 
last summer,” says James. 
“I’ve learned new DJ skills 
over the last few months 

and I’m now ready to make seamless and creative mixes 
for others to enjoy. House music is about letting your mind 
wander as the songs evolve, as the music provides pure 
energy and soul to you. ‘The Energy Hour’ has all types 
of house songs from unheard-of bangers, to classic club 
anthems… all you’ve got to do is match the energy!” 

Thursday nights at 9.30pm is your date with a series of five 
new, exciting dramas exploring the topical theme of the 
impact of colonialism on contemporary British life. Leading 
theatre company Tamasha, celebrated for telling stories 
from the global majority, has joined forces with acclaimed 
audio drama production company Holy Mountain to present 
'The Waves'. A series of five explosive 25-minute audio 
dramas, 'The Waves' explores our age of so-called ‘culture 
war’ through the lens of the legacy of the British empire.

The five dramas tell local stories from Cardiff, Bristol, 
Manchester, Leamington Spa and Edinburgh. Taken 
together, they create a national picture of contemporary 
Britain, and how it has been shaped by its colonial past. 

"Our presentation of 'The Waves' is made possible by the 
support of The Audio Content Fund; financed by the UK 
Government to fund independent producers making high 
quality, public service content for UK commercial and 
community radio stations like ours," explains South Norfolk 
Radio's Station Manager Anthony Woods. 

"Its just one of the ways in which we aim to make the station 
relevant across the wider community, and of course we're 
looking to develop partnerships and relationships with as 
wide a cross section as possible of local organisations and 
companies. If you'd like South Norfolk Radio to attend your 
event - then do get in touch!"

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
WYMONDHAM u3a!
By Gilly Spencer (Chair Personage)

Our wonderful organisation will be celebrating its 
21st Birthday in February with a grand party.

Since it first began in 2001 this friendly organisation 
has grown and grown, but there is always room 
for more members. So, if you are looking for  
interest groups, outings, holidays, and friendship 
please look at our website https://u3asites.org.uk/
wymondham/home for more information or come 
to our weekly coffee mornings on Thursdays, 9am 
until 11am, held at Central Hall.

You will be very welcome.

SUPER CONSULTANT 
CELEBRATES 16 YEARS
Debbie Smith, 60, who runs the 
Wymondham Slimming World group 
held at North Wymondham Community 
Centre on Wednesdays, is celebrating 
her 16th year of helping people to lose 
weight.

Over the years Debbie has helped 
1,000s of people across South Norfolk 
achieve their weight loss dreams. She 
has had members attend, compete and 
win national awards, and she herself has 
achieved numerous consultant awards, 
and was even rewarded with a trip to 
Barbados!

Debbie says: “I love helping others to 
lose weight. I lost my way myself when 
I lost my lovely hubby two and a half 
years ago very suddenly and have 
battled severe health issues myself. 
My slimming group was a constant in 
my life and has kept me strong, but the 
pandemic made life harder for us all, 
even me. Thankfully I have an angel 
in my friend Annie, who brought me a 
cockerpoo puppy, Milo, my Slimming 
World mascot. Thanks to Milo, I’m now more active than I’ve ever been 
(I have rheumatoid arthritis). Even after 16 years in the job, I still have to 
keep going myself and I’m 11 weeks I’ve lost 1st 8.5!”

https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/home
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/home


Hub Community Project want to say a huge thank you to all 
those who contributed to their Christmas hamper project last 
year. 

With help from local 
people they were able 
to make 56 hampers for 
those in the community 
who would otherwise 
have struggled to 
provide a full Christmas 
lunch for their family. 
This was a big increase 
on the 37 provided the 
year before. Covid and 
increasing heating and 
petrol costs are amongst 
the reasons why people 
needed (and continue to 
need) additional support. 
Thanks go to all those 
who donated to appeals 

in Morrisons and One Stop and also to Morrisons, who enabled 
the Hub to purchase all the poultry as one bulk order, B&C 
Farming Ltd, who provided all the potatoes, and Ian Smith 
Stationers Ltd, who provided the majority of the cardboard 
boxes for packing the hampers in.  

Food store opening ceremony

Hub Community Project was pleased to work with Hope 
Community Church and the local One Stop store to facilitate 
storage for food at the premises on Ayton Road. The storage 
enables the Food Club project to store food collected from 
local people via foodbank collection points in local stores. 
This is then available to support families who are struggling 
financially.  

The storage was a joint project of Hope Community Church 
and One Stop. Liz Fox, Head of Sustainability & Social 
Responsibility at One Stop said: “We’re so pleased we’ve been 
able to support Hub Community Project in Wymondham, 
through our Wymondham Town Green store team. Through 
our Community Partnerships programme we have donated 
£4,500 to the project, which has helped them facilitate storage 
for the growing foodbank donations they receive. Our local 
communities are at the heart of all we do and we’re so proud 
of the work both our store team and the Hub Community 
Project team have done, and continue to do, to make a 
difference in Wymondham.”

Mark Bullen, Lead Elder at Hope Community Church, 
commented: "With so much need in the area we're delighted 
to contribute and help as many folk as we can through the 
provision of this project."

For more information about the Food Club contact Debbie 
Rose, info@hubproject.org.uk, and for the work of Hub 
Community Project visit www.hubproject.org.uk

Pictured below: Left to right - Retha Luus, Elisabeth Louis (Hub 
Community Project), Toyah Glennon (One Stop), Mark Bullen (Hope 
Community Church), Dawne Pakeham Law (One Stop), Debbie Rose 
(Hub Community Project)          

Community works together to 
provide Christmas Hampers 
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NEWS, continued...
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 BURNS NIGHT 
BAGPIPES 
Residents and staff at Windmill House 
recently enjoyed a piper playing the 
bagpipes and themed activities to 
celebrate Burns Night...

In 
brief...
SCHOOL CROSSING 
PATROL VACANCY
Norfolk County Council has a vacancy 
for School Crossing Patrol person 
based at Robert Kett Primary School. 

HUGHES ELECTRICAL 
CLOSES DOORS
Hughes Electrical is closing its Market 
Street store after a final day's trading 
tomorrow, Saturday 30th January. The 
shop had been negatively effected by 
the impact of the Covid pandemic and 
increase in internet shopping. 

NR HEALTH and 
FITNESS OPEN DAY
NR Health and Fitness Club is holding 
an open day from 6.30am to 9.30pm 
on Tuesday 1st February to celebrate 
five years since the Wymondham 
gym's opening. Bring a friend for the 
day or try a free session!

HERITAGE SOCIETY 
MEETING
The Wymondham Heritage Society’s 
meeting on Thursday 24th February 
at 7.30pm at Fairland Hall will feature 
a talk on 'The Great Thorpe Rail 
Disaster' by author and historian 
Phyllida Scrivens, who has written a 
book on the subject. New members 

are welcome and can join at a meeting 
or by contacting Sue Edes at 28 High 
House Avenue, Wymondham, NR18 
0JN, telephoning (evenings only) 
01953 602107 or emailing suewhs@
btinternet.com. Subscriptions are 
£14 for a single membership and £20 
for a family. Further details and the 
year’s programme can be found on 
the Wymondham Heritage Society’s 
website.

RSCPA OFFERS 
GUEST SPEAKERS
The RSPCA Mid Norfolk and North 
Suffolk Branch are offering Animal 
Welfare talks for groups within their 
branch area. Do you want to know 
what you should do if you find an 
injured animal? What if you found 
a potentially orphaned animal? Or 
maybe you’re interested in the history 
of the RSPCA, the work of your local 
branch, the services they offer or how 
you can help. For talks designed to 
your own particular requirements 
message Leanne.neave@
rspcanorwich.org for more information

FOOTBALL FUN 
FACTORY 

The Football Fun Factory is coming 
to Wymondham! Starting with a 
three-week free trial, sessions will 
be held in March at Ketts Park and 
Wymondham Leisure Centre, offering 
five- to 12-year-olds a combination of 
technical training, games and matches 
for boys and girls of any ability level, 
whilst Tots offers an introduction 
to football through fun games 
and activities inside an inflatable 
football pitch! To learn more www.
thefootballfunfactory.co.uk/freetrial

BOORS PUB TEam 
takeover
Simon and Jenny Turner, who manage 
The Boors pub at Spooner Row, have 
also taken on license for The King's 
Head in New Buckenham,

RETURN OF MORLEY 
Beer FESTIVAL
The Morley Beer Festival & Family 
Fun Day returns for 2022 on Friday 
24th and Saturday 25th June, with 
an exciting 2022 music line up, real 
ales, ciders and gins, street food and 
activities/workshops for all ages. 
All profits go to Norfolk charities 
and this year organisers are raising 
vital funds for Nelson’s Journey who 
support bereaved children. Visit www.
morleyfestivalnorfolk.co.uk for more.

NEWS, continued...
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Sarah Ashcroft | StART Studio
I’m from Leicestershire originally. I went 
to Loughborough University School of 
Design and Creative Arts but moved to 
Lincoln University to gain my teaching 
qualification. I had visited Norfolk since 
a child on holidays and I then, after 
finishing my degree, secured my first 
teaching post at Sprowston - where 
I immediately got involved bringing 
schools together in the Sprowston area, 
to grow their community through the 
arts. 

My studio started when my little girl 
was a toddler. I was at a primary school 
working as a teacher part time. My little 
girl loved art, like I did, but didn’t always 
have the attention span at home, so I 
started a baby group to keep both of 
us busy and to meet new mums in the 

area. I went around village halls with my 
Mini Artist group. This developed into art 
nights, requested by mums, to switch off 
and socialise.

I then started booking out pubs for art 
nights. We were at The White Hart, The 
Queen’s Head and The Cellar House. 
I was still working at the school part 
time while spending my spare time 
teaching art. A redundancy came up at 
the school and I realised I was ready to 
do something else. I’d been teaching for 
14 years, and I was ready to concentrate 
on the mobile business. It really took 
off – I was invited to Latitude and other 
festivals to offer family entertainment. 
But hiring village halls was expensive, 
and carrying all my things around was 
hard work, so when this building came 

up for rent in 
June 2019, I knew 
it was right. I’ve 
always loved 
Wymondham 
and have lived 
here for 11 years 
now. 

My business 
is new to 
Wymondham 
but it’s not an 
unusual idea. 
There are plenty 
of great places 
who deliver 
art classes in 
Norfolk, but I 
wanted to make 
art accessible 
and affordable 
for all. Due to 
my teaching 
background, 
I’m used to 
working with a 
large number 

of people, and this enables me to 
keep the costs of courses or individual 
classes down. It means I can make art 
affordable, accessible, and not elitist. 

The hardest part is about keeping 
the classes inspiring and fun. I run 
approximately 12 different sessions 
and classes per week so I’m constantly 
planning to keep things engaging and 
interesting. 

People really enjoy the social aspect. 
During an art evening our customers 
come with friends and a bottle of wine 
or on their own. It’s great for being 
with people but not having to talk. You 
can switch off and join in the activity. 
Art is therapy. Sometimes the NHS 
refer families and children to me, with 
mental health and wellbeing in mind, 
as a holistic approach. But adults seem 
to be missed in this area. Art therapy 
isn’t just for young people. It’s a great 
way for anyone to express themselves 
and heal. Focussing on the process and 
spending time with other people is really 
important, especially after Covid. People 
need a way to focus, switch off, and 
reconnect with themselves. It’s a really 
effective as therapy. 

I absolutely love Wymondham, but I 
think it’s urgent that people change 
how they see and use our town. When 
you think about the ‘convenience’ of 
ordering online, what are you actually 
investing in? Unless people spend in our 
shops, the town won’t look like this and 
consequently house prices will decline. 
I’m looking at the Market Cross and it’s 
so beautiful. We’ve got so much going 
for us here, with banks and the post 
office (thanks to The White Hart). We can 
buy books, stationery, clothes, beautiful 
things for our homes, lovely places to 
have coffee. We have a wonderful town, 
and I’m so pleased to be part of it. 

By Tracy Kenny

We know that the shops in the high street are 
one way that Wymondham looks after its people, 
but who are the people behind the counter? 
The Totally Locally team are getting to know 
the people that give our shops the personal 
touch. How did they get where they are? What's 
important to them? And what makes someone 
give up the security of a regular wage in a big 
company to go it alone doing what they love? 
Here's your opportunity to find out...
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WHAT IS A  
YOUNG CARER? 
At Robert Kett Primary School

A 
young carer is someone under 18 who helps look after 
someone in their family, or a friend, who is ill, disabled, has a 
mental health condition or relies on drugs or alcohol.

The Nest

At Robert Kett Primary School we recognise that some of our pupils care in a 
range of ways for somebody important to them, and this means that having 
the right support in our school for them is invaluable.

Did you know..?

•  There are as many as 700,000 young carers nationally.

•  Young carers miss or cut short 48 days of school a year because of their  
 caring role.

•  68% of young carers are bullied in school.

•  Only half of young carers have a person in school recognising they are a  
 carer and giving help.

•  There was an 83% increase in the young carers  
 aged five to seven in just 10 years.

The autumn term saw the start of Robert Kett’s 
support group for Young Carers 'The Nest', which 
has been a huge success! The children have had the 
opportunity to explore a range of activities led by 
different staff members, as well as having the chance 
to chill out, meet other young people who have 
similar experiences to them, and build relationships 
with those children.

The activities so far have included arts and crafts, 
board games, cooking, escape rooms and end of 
term treats! The young carer’s cannot wait to discover 
what will be on offer next!

ADVERTORIAL



T
he King's Head public house 
and hotel stood proudly 
on Wymondham's Market 
Place and was a 17th century 

coaching inn. It had a red brick 
facade which it is believed encased 
an earlier structure. 

Evidence of the King's Head's existence 
in the 1600s is known through Thomas 
Knyvette (1596 - 1658), a 17th century 
Royalist, who wrote a letter to his wife 
Katherine at Ashwellthorpe while 
imprisoned in Cambridge Castle. This 
letter passed through the King's Head 
'to bee sent as directed'.

Due to its prime location the King's 
Head was always at the centre of life 
in Wymondham. Many social events 
were held upstairs such as meetings, 
assemblies, concerts, balls and 
dinners, including those celebrating the 
coronations of George III and George 
IV. Property and land auctions, Petty 
Sessions and even County Courts were 
also held at the inn. 

The Wymondham Troop of Yeomanry 
Cavalry often held their functions at 
the inn and on one occasion during 
the Napoleonic Wars 'many loyal 
and patriotic toasts were drunk'. The 
Acting Guardians of the Poor within the 
Hundred of Forehoe, the Ancient Order 
of Foresters, football and cricket teams 
and other sporting associations used 
the facilties too. 

The King's Head flourished during the 
golden age of coaching from around 
1770 to 1840, when it became a staging 
post for the likes of the Norwich Mail 
and the London Post Coach, and in 
the 1800s the stagecoaches of the 

Telegraph company arrived daily on 
their way to and from London. When the 
railway arrived in Wymondham in 1845, 
the 'hotel and posting establishment' 
would send horses and cart 'flys' to the 
railway station to meet the trains, and 

later an omnibus. The pub also supplied 
its horses to draw Wymondham's 
manual fire engines in the early years of 
the Wymondham Fire Brigade.

The King's Head was owned by brewers 
Cann & Clarke of Wymondham before 
they were sold to Morgans Brewery 
of Norwich in 1894. At the rear of the 
inn there was a bowling green, which 
was well frequented by Wymondham 
bowlers. This is approximately where 
the Library and Central Hall are now. The 
King's Head Meadow today is home to 
Wymondham Town Football Club and 
hosts a variety of events, its name a 
permanent memorial to the old inn.

William Joshua Goffin had been the 
landlord at The Woolpack in Fairland 
Street from 1890 to 1896 and became 
licensee of The King's Head in 1898. He 
and his wife Sarah had several children. 
After Sarah died in 1916, William married 
again in 1924 and with his second wife 

Celebrating re-openingThe history of 
THE OLD 

KING'S HEAD 

May continued to run the inn and hotel.  
William died in 1940 and May took on 
the licence. May died in 1948 and the 
licence then passed to William's son 
William 'Billy' Goffin. Billy was the last 
landlord of the pub and the King's Head 
closed its doors for the final time on 
Halloween night in October 1962. Billy 
died in 1964 and descendants of William 
and Billy are still in Wymondham today.  
The Goffin's time at the helm of the 
King's Head is fondly remembered and 
much missed. 

The inn remained empty and it would 
be fair to say the building was a shadow 
of its former self and became rundown 
and an eyesore. Instead of being 
restored and cared for, it was eventually 
demolished in 1967. It is very regretful 
and shameful that such a grand old 
coaching inn is gone forever. 

Hoardings adorned with posters were 
a common view from the Market Place 
and nearby bus stop through to the late 
1970's around the desolate site.

Finally a new building was erected 
on the site and it was Woolworths' 
new store, which opened in the autumn 

of 1981. Although a 
modern shop, it was  
built in the style 
of the old King's 
Head Inn, with a red 
brick facade and 
entry to the store 
through arches 
commemorating 
the heritage of the 
site.

Woolworths moved 
here from their  
previous shop 

located further down Market Street, 
which we know currently as the empty 
One Stop store!

Following the demise of Woolworths in 
2008 , the store was empty for a short 
while before it was acquired by the Co-
operative Ltd Group and the new Co-Op 
food store opened in November 2009, 
and remains a busy shop today serving 
the town. 
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By Sarah Standley
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H
ello Ole Partners. My 
gardening tips for 
February…  

• Start ‘chitting’ your first early potato 
tubers by standing them on end in 
an egg tray. ‘Colleen’ is a variety I’d 
recommend. Annette tells me blight 
was a big problem last year and this 
variety has good disease resistance.

• Check if old seed packets are worth 
keeping. Sow a few seeds on damp 
kitchen paper to see if they germinate.

• Plant bare root fruit trees, bushes and 
canes now – as long as the ground is 
not frozen.

• Hunt out pesky snails over-wintering 
in pots and hidden corners to reduce 
the population.

• Start sowing some herbs in pots 
and place on a sunny windowsill so 
you have them at the ready to use in 
cooking. Basil, coriander and parsley 
will do well.

I write today of my memories of over 
80 years ago when every large farm 
employed a yardman. He was generally 
a man who had worked on the farm all 
his life and had become too frail to do a 
full week’s work. He was always present 
in the farmyard and kept a strict eye on 
all that took place.

In the summertime he had 
to make sure that children 
didn't make the farmyard their 
playground. In the evenings he 
had to keep an eye out to make 
sure tramps and vagrants didn't 
bed down in the farm buildings; 
the reason being that during 
the night a discarded cigarette 
could cause a fire. Another 
of his duties was to light the 
copper fire early in the morning 
so the washer woman had an 
ample supply of hot water when 
she arrived - no fancy washing 
machines in those days! He had 
to ensure there was an ample supply 
of firewood waiting beside the copper 
for the washer woman to keep the 
fire going. Likewise, he had to leave a 
supply of fuel next to every open fire in 
the farmhouse.

He also saw to the travelling sales 
reps - intercepting them if it was the 
afternoon - as the farmer would be 
having his nap. On no account was the 
farmer to be disturbed, so the rep had 
to make an appointment to call in the 
morning when the farmer was about.

The yardman had a horse and cart at 
his disposal. As there was no such thing 
as straw or hay bales in those days he 
would have to take cartloads of hay 
and straw to deposit in the stables or 
cattle yard for the use of the animal 
keepers. In wintertime he was expected 
to clean and grind, by hand, the beet 
to help feed the cattle. In summertime 
he would help the gardener with light 
weeding in the flower and vegetable 
beds. He tended any free-range poultry 
and fed and exercised the farm dogs. 
The dogs were generally fed on a 

product known as ‘cossy 
toss’, which was cooked, 
flaked maize dampened 
with a little milk. The dogs 
loved it and were always 
healthy. He also had rat 
traps set at different points 
to try and keep the rat 
population down.

If the farm had any breeding 
sheep the yardman would 
take a turn on night watch 

to give the shepherd a well-earned rest. 
If the farm had a shoot it was always the 
yardman’s task to hang any shot game in 
a cold place in the farmhouse. He would 
be expected to pluck and draw any of 
the game when the cook required them.  
If the farm made butter he was expected 
to take a turn on the churn. Some 
farmers would allow their yardman use 
of a pony and trap to deliver butter and 
eggs to various outlets. He felt like a lord 
driving around the countryside waving 
to his old workmates still toiling in the 
fields. As there were few telephones in 
those days - his arrival with the produce 
was greeted with enthusiasm as he 
would relate all the local gossip he had 
picked up on his rounds.  

You may think he was an extremely 
overworked man, but remember the 
old age pension was only around 50p 
a week in those days so he was glad of 
his free cottage, a hot midday meal, and 
what he regarded as light duties. When 
the time came for him to depart - often 
through extreme old age, illness or 
death - there was never any shortage of 
applicants for his job.

Nowadays, with wages being like they 
are, I suspect it is impossible for a modern 
farmer to be able to afford a yardman. 

Until next time, moined ‘ow yer go.

Owen
Robert Kett Court resident Owen James, 96, is a 
true ‘Broad Norfolk’ speaking character. Once a 
resident of Bunwell Street, he now runs a residents’ 
gardening club with help from his town councillor 
daughter Annette.  

 
Tales from the 
POTTING SHED

By Owen James
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As a new year arrives 
and settles itself in, I 
like to think back on the 
best (and worst) books 
among the ones I read 
in the previous year. The 
contender for my best 
in 2021 turned out to be 
Daphne du Maurier’s 
modern classic Rebecca.  
Forget best of 2021: it is 
just undeniably one of 
the best books ever.  

Focused on a naïve 
but likeable young 
woman who marries 
the mysterious Maxim 
de Winter on a holiday 
romance (and finds 
herself haunted by his 
dead first wife Rebecca), 

this captivating narrative can guarantee a hooked reader 
from start to finish. Every page is written absolutely perfectly.
The characters are all superbly drawn. The haunting, sinister, 
macabre, almost mythical fairytale-esque elements of the story 
give it a deliciously stark aftermath upon turning the final page. 
It is the first novel in years that I remember making me feel 
nervous in its final few chapters.

Daphne du Maurier’s proficiency and fame as a novelist is well-
founded. The narrative is handled so skilfully and wonderfully 
that one wonders if Rebecca should be a lesson to future 
authors. How, for example, do you write a whole novel without 
once revealing the protagonist’s name? How do you write a 
novel where a long-dead character (who the reader never 
meets) manages to haunt and shape the narrative on every 
single page?

Another key element to its success is that the story and 
themes don’t box themselves in. Du Maurier doesn’t confine 
her novel to one interpretation. Different readers will read and 
interpret it differently depending on their sex, age, background, 
or experiences. All the most enduring literature does this of 
course, but especially Rebecca.

Of course, this book did not make the bestseller lists because 
of its symbolic subtext (though there is plenty!). It’s a bestseller 
because it is a cracking good read. And judging by its enduring 
popularity and very high number of adaptations, it seems 
Daphne du Maurier’s legacy is going nowhere anytime soon.

book review
Rebecca 
By Daphne du Maurier

By Freddy Lowe 

World Cancer Day takes place on Friday 4th 
February – this year we are asking people to help 
spread the word about Star Throwers and the 
important free support services we provide to 
those affected by cancer. Please tell people to 
visit our website to see the range of support we 
can offer.

We currently hold monthly Nutrition Q&A group 
sessions and Writing for Wellbeing – a therapeutic 
writing group for all online. We will also soon be 
launching our ‘Star Throwers Connections’ group, 
which is an in-person support group for those with 
a cancer diagnosis or supporting someone with 
cancer to meet informally to chat and share their 
experiences in a safe and supportive space.

To support the delivery of our cancer information 
service we are looking to appoint an additional 
Cancer Information Nurse - this is an incredibly 
unique and valuable role where you will get the 
chance to support people affected by cancer 
and make a real positive impact on their lives and 
experiences with a cancer diagnosis. Please contact 
us to find out more.

Our Charity Ball at Barnham Broom Hotel has been 
moved to Saturday 26th November. The tickets are 
nearly sold out (please contact us for availability) but 
we are looking for corporate sponsors for the event 
to email to find out more: victoria@starthrowers.org.
uk.

A big thank you to Nicky from The Enchanted Willow 
for delivering our Wreath Making Workshop – we 
raised an amazing £1,000 and had 39 people create 
some fantastic wreaths. 

To access our support services or find out about any 
of our current opportunities or events please email 
info@starthrowers.org.uk or call 01953 423304. 

By Victoria Pigg, www.starthrowers.org.uk

An update from

mailto:victoria%40starthrowers.org.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
mailto:victoria%40starthrowers.org.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Wymondham%20Magazine
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https://www.kettsbooks.co.uk/
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I
t is an unfortunate statistic that there is an increase in the 
number of people separating and divorcing in the month of 
January, and the decision to separate is never an easy one.

Whether the decision was yours or your partner’s you are 
still likely to experience a range of emotions. Even when a 
separation has been expected, it is common to feel a sense 
of shock or numbness as you begin to work through the 
practicalities that the decision involves. You might also feel 
anxious about the future and overwhelmed by the number 
of decisions you need to make. If the decision wasn’t one you 
were either expecting or wanting then you may feel angry, 
sadness and loss.

When a marriage or relationship does break down, one of the 
most important considerations are the children, and the impact 
the separation will have on them.

Family law is clear on what happens when married couples 
divorce, but not all unmarried couples are aware of their rights 
and obligations if they have children and their relationship 
breaks down. The majority of parents put their child’s 
happiness and wellbeing at the forefront of decisions when 
they separate from the other parent, but this is not always 
the case. If a couple cannot agree on what will happen to 
their children, then the next step may be to apply for a Child 
Arrangement Order.

What is a Child Arrangement Order?

A Child Arrangement Order is a court order that sets out who 
has responsibility for the care of a child. It will include:

• Who they live with 
• Where they live 
• When and how the children will see both parents

It can also set out other types of contact, such as through 
phone calls, video calls, cards and letters, etc.

Who can apply for a Child Arrangement Order?

A Child Arrangement Order is most commonly issued to the 
biological parents of a child when those parents separate or 
divorce. However, this is not always the case. The following 
people can apply for an order without prior permission from 
the court:

• A parent guardian or special guardian of the child 
• A spouse or civil partner if the child is part of that family 
• Someone with parental responsibility 
• Someone who already has a residence order for that child 
• Someone who the child has lived with for more than three years

It is not uncommon for grandparents to apply for a Child 
Protection Order if they feel their access to their grandchild 
is being unfairly restricted. However, unless the grandparent 
is also considered a guardian of the child, they would have 
to go through an additional step of applying to the Court for 

permission to seek a Child 
Arrangement Order before 
they can begin the process.

This same rule applies to 
anyone else in the child’s 
life who is not considered to 
have parental responsibility.

How do I apply for a 
Child Arrangement 
Order?

You will need to obtain 
a signed Mediation 
Information and Assessment 
Meeting (MIAM) form before 
you can make an application 
for a Child Arrangement Order. All parties are required to 
attend this meeting, unless certain exceptions apply – such as 
domestic abuse. During the meeting, a qualified mediator will 
consider whether an agreement on child arrangements might 
be reached through an alternative dispute resolution process 
such as mediation, or whether the case will still go to the Court.

An application for a Child Arrangement Order is made on a 
C100 form. This sets out the details of the children and the 
parties involved. You will be asked to state which orders you 
are seeking and why.

How long does a Child Arrangement Order Last?

Generally, it will expire when the child turns 18 years old – 
unless otherwise stated.

Is a Child Arrangement Order legally binding?

Yes, this order is legally binding. If a parent breaches it, 
they will be in contempt of court which could mean fines, 
enforcement orders or unpaid work in the community.

How can we help?

Getting the right support early on to guide you through a legal 
separation can make an enormous difference to how well 
you and the children cope with the split. Taking professional 
advice from a specialist family lawyer will ensure that you have 
someone on the side who understands your situation, knows 
the law and how the court process works. They can help you 
to understand the likely outcome of the order and help you to 
change or improve the outcome.

This is a complex area of the law and going to court is a costly 
process. Seeking advice early on can help avoid these fees by 
negotiation and settling the case amicably. If you are in need 
of some advice regarding a separation or Child Arrangement 
Order, contact our Family department on 01953 606351.

CHILD ARRANGEMENT ORDER - 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW? 
Written by Sarb Gosal , Partner, Spire Solicitors LLP
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From my 
perspective

A
s a District Councillor, I am currently a member of three 
committees and attend those meetings in Long Stratton 
(though during Covid lockdown many of these meetings 
were conducted via Zoom). But as well as committee 

meetings, I sometimes attend meetings to hear of issues which 
impact the Council and its residents, and gather information which 
can better inform our decisions at committee stage or at full 
Council meetings. 

Recently, one of these sessions had the catchy title of ‘Increasing 
recycling by squeezing residual waste’. I know, right? What on earth 
does that mean? But what followed was a report by the charity 
WRAP who in their own words say, “WRAP is a charity, working with 
governments, businesses and citizens around the globe to create 
a world in which resources are used sustainably. We generate 
evidence-based solutions to protect the environment, build 
stronger economies and support more sustainable societies.”

What followed was a very interesting session on how can local 
authorities cut down on recycling, which costs a lot to collect and 
process, but still be a responsible authority when it comes to waste. A 
tall order I thought. But there was evidence to suggest that a number 
of measures could save money, resources and ultimately the planet.

One of those measures was to issue households with smaller 
recycling bins. This sounded counter-intuitive to what we wanted 
to achieve surely? But the presenter of the report said by making 
recycling bins smaller, householders would have to ensure the 
volume of waste they threw in that bin would have to be reduced. 
Another tactic was to reduce when the bins were collected and 
go from say, a fortnightly collection to once every three weeks. 
To back these measures up there would have to be some kind of 
enforcement to ensure compliance by householders.

All very controversial. When I mentioned this on my councillor 
Facebook page, there were varying opinions about the logic of 
these measures and if they would work. My councillor colleague 
Annette James for example, asked if fly-tipping would increase.

When we look at recycling rates across local authorities, the top 10 
in the country is dominated by authorities from Wales. In fact Wales 
is the third in the world for recycling rates, no small feat. And they 
have implemented the measures described.

Having to collect less recycling would mean fewer bin lorries on 
the road, and more infrequently. A recent carbon audit by South 
Norfolk Council revealed that the vehicle waste fleets were the 
worst for creating CO2 emissions. But are the drastic measures 
adopted by authorities in Wales the solution to our waste problems 
and how would we as councils and councillors manage the 
inevitable backlash from householders?

However if you start to think about recycling in a slightly different 
way and consider that to have less recycling, we all need to buy 
less which comes with unnecessary packaging. Retailers need 
to remove unnecessary packaging. Manufacturers need to do 
away with unnecessary packing. This is not solely down to us as 
householders but also as consumers. We have to make more 
informed decisions and consider the bigger picture of how we save 
planet Earth. And that starts with thinking local.

For further info on the work of the WRAP charity, have a look at their 
website – www.wrap.org.uk

By Councillor Suzanne Nuri-Nixon

What's in a photo?
CO-OP 2022
By Philip Yaxley

With the opening of a new Co-op store on Silfield Road, it’s 
worth reflecting that a Co-op has been serving the town for 
over 130 years. 

The Wymondham Union Co-operative Society had 
established its store in Town Green in 1891, but about 
the turn of the last century it moved to the Market Place, 
where some of the staff are seen posing around 1915. In the 
early days departments included grocery, drapery, boots, 
hardware and a bakery. In the early 1920s the company 
became part of the Norwich Co-operative Society Ltd 
and a butchery was added, while in 1931 new drapery 
and outfitting departments were unveiled. The emporium 
had now expanded to occupy the eastern (top) side of 
the Market Place except for the Georgian mansion, which 
recently has housed a veterinary practice. 

In May 1981 the store closed, but the current Market 
Place Co-op store was opened in 2009 in the building 
formerly occupied by F.W.Woolworth & Co on a site where 
the historic King’s Head inn once stood. With the East of 
England store at Lime Tree Avenue and the new Silfield 
Road one the town will now have three Co-ops.

http://www.wrap.org.uk


Friday 28th January

Charity Burns Night and Ceitidh  
6.30pm for 7pm, Central Hall. Tickets £20 
www.wymfest.org.uk

Bingo Night 
7pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Saturday 29th January

Men’s first team v Wells reserves  
1:30pm kick off, Wymondham Town FC 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

The Hedge At Home 
8.15pm, by Rob Duhig 
www.facebook.com/thehedgeathome

Sunday 30th January

Hingham Wellbeing Fair 
10am, Hingham Sports and Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
events/634529487562834

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Baptist Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk 

Church Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Methodist Church 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service  
11am, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Life and Lunch 
11.30am to 3.30pm, stART Studio 
www.start-studio.co.uk

Monday 31st January

Pabulum Café Monday-Monday Club 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Tuesday 1st February

Wymondham Methodist Church Coffee 
Morning 
10am to 12noon, Town Green Centre 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Centering Presence  
11.30am to 12.30pm, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Hygge for high school aged people  
2pm to 5pm, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Traditional Pub Games Night 
6pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

Wymondham Ukulele Group 
7.30pm to 9.30pm, The White Hart 
www.wymondhamukulelegroup.com

Thursday 3rd February

Wymondham u3a Coffee Morning 
10am, Central Hall 
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/home

Friday 4th February

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Bingo Night 
7pm for 8pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

The Anyones 
9pm, Wymondham Sports Bar 
www.facebook.com/
WymondhamSportsBar

Saturday 5th February

Men’s reserves v Carlton Colville Town   
2pm kick off, Wymondham Town FC 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

DJ Pink Fusion  
6.30pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

James Barr JBKV 
10am, The Cross Keys 
www.facebook.com/keyswymondham

Sunday 6th February

Alive Church Sunday Service 
10.30am, Central Hall 
www.alivechurch.org.uk/wymondham

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Baptist Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Methodist Church 

www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service  
11am, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Ladies v Royston Women    
2pm kick off, Kett's Park 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Members’ Open the Box Draw  
3pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

WTFC Quiz 
8pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Monday 7th February

Pabulum Café Monday-Monday Club 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Tuesday 8th February

Wymondham Methodist Church Coffee 
Morning 
10am to 12noon, Town Green Centre 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

whAT’S ON?

Markets 
 
Every Friday

Charter Market 
8am to 5pm, Market Place 
01953 603302

Country Market 
10.30am to 12.30pm, 
Wymondham Library

Third Saturday  
(19th February)

Farmers’ Market 
9am to 1pm, Market Place 
01953 603302
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Centering Presence  
11.30am to 12.30pm, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Hygge for high school aged people  
2pm to 5pm, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Traditional Pub Games Night 
6pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

Thursday 10th February

Wymondham u3a Coffee Morning 
10am, Central Hall 
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/home

Wymondham Ukulele Group 
7.30pm to 9.30pm, The Feathers 
www.wymondhamukulelegroup.com

Friday 11th February

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Bingo Night 
7pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Saturday 12th February

Mantrailing Taster Session 
11,30am to 1.30pm, Centre Paws 
www.facebook.com/
events/957022111880979

Men’s first team v Earsham    
2pm kick off, Wymondham Town FC 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Pre Valentines Music Event 
2pm to 6pm, The Green Dragon 
https://greendragonnorfolk.com/

Darts Tournament 
7.30pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

VikTori   
8pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

The Hedge At Home 
8.15pm, by Rob Duhig 
www.facebook.com/thehedgeathome

Sunday 13th February

Alive Church Sunday Service 
10.30am, Central Hall 
www.alivechurch.org.uk/wymondham

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Baptist Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Methodist Church 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service  
11am, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Members’ Open the Box Draw  
3pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

Monday 14th February

Pabulum Café Monday-Monday Club 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Tuesday 15th February

Wymondham Methodist Church Coffee 
Morning 
10am to 12noon, Town Green Centre 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Centering Presence  
11.30am to 12.30pm, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Hygge for high school aged people  
2pm to 5pm, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Stop Motion Film Making with Lego 
4pm to 5.30pm, Wymondham Library. 
Recommended for children eight-11 years 
www.facebook.com/wymondhamlibrary

Traditional Pub Games Night 
6pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

Wymondham Ukulele Group 
7.30pm to 9.30pm, The White Hart 
www.wymondhamukulelegroup.com

Thursday 17th February

Wymondham u3a Coffee Morning 
10am, Central Hall 
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/home

Friday 18th February

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Saturday 19th February

Indoor Jumble Sale 
9am to 12noon, Hingham Sports And Social 
Club 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/jumble-sale-
book-a-table-tickets-234189165097

Men’s reserves v Poringland reserves     
2pm kick off, Wymondham Town FC 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Karaoke Night 
7.30pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Sunday 20th February

Alive Church Sunday Service 
10.30am, Central Hall 
www.alivechurch.org.uk/wymondham

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Baptist Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Methodist Church 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service  
11am, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Members’ Open the Box Draw  
3pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

WTFC Quiz 
8pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Monday 21st February

Pabulum Café Monday-Monday Club 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Tuesday 22nd February

Wymondham Methodist Church Coffee 
Morning 
10am to 12noon, Town Green Centre 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Centering Presence  
11.30am to 12.30pm, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Hygge for high school aged people  
2pm to 5pm, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Traditional Pub Games Night 
6pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

Thursday 24th February

Wymondham u3a Coffee Morning 
10am, Central Hall 
https://u3asites.org.uk/wymondham/home

The Great Thorpe Rail Disaster, by Phyllida 
Scrivens - a talk for Wymondham Heritage 
Society 
7.30pm, Fairland Hall 
www.wymondhamheritagemuseum.co.uk 

WHAT'S ON, continued...
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Wymondham Ukulele Group 
7.30pm to 9.30pm, The Feathers 
www.wymondhamukulelegroup.com

Friday 25th February

Pabulum Café 
10am to 1pm, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Bingo Night 
7pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

Saturday 26th February

Men’s First team v North Walsham      
2.30pm kick off, Wymondham Town FC 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

An Evening With Jacqui Cann 
7.30pm, Wymondham Town Football Club 
www.wymondhamtownfc.co.uk

The Hedge At Home 
8.15pm, by Rob Duhig 
www.facebook.com/thehedgeathome

Sunday 27th February

Alive Church Sunday Service 
10.30am, Central Hall 
www.alivechurch.org.uk/wymondham

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Baptist Church 
www.wymondhambaptist.org.uk

Sunday Service 
10.30am, Hope Community Church 
www.hopecommunitychurch.co.uk

Church Service 
10.30am, Wymondham Methodist Church 
www.wymondhammethodistchurch.com

Sunday Service  
11am, Wymondham Abbey 
www.wymondhamabbey.org.uk

Members’ Open the Box Draw  
3pm, Ex-Services Social Club 
www.facebook.com/
groups/130014680369369

Monday 28th February

Pabulum Café Monday-Monday Club 
10am to 12noon, Fairland Church Centre 
www.wymondham-dementia-support-
group.org.uk

Norfolk Libraries online

Tuesdays

Bounce And Rhyme 
10am, via Zoom. Monthly 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Reading Friends 
6pm & 7pm, via Zoom 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Shut Up and Write 
4pm, via Facebook 
www.facebook.com/
events/356479102243391

Young Reading Friends 
4.30pm, via Zoom. For people aged 13-16  
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Wednesdays 

Knit And Knatter 
2pm, via Zoom 
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Thursdays

Just A Cuppa 
4pm, via Zoom  
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Reading For Wellbeing 
7pm, via Zoom. Fortnightly  
libraries.iconnect@norfolk.gov.uk

Fridays

Drop In And Craft 
3pm, via Facebook 
www.facebook.com/NorfolkLibrariesUK

WHAT'S ON, continued...
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